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prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 
All spectators are requested to vacate the ground 
within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 
||| Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 
The setting alight of, or the i ign ing or discharging 
of any of bee including reworks, signal or 
Eros ares is strictly prohibited. 
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North Sydney NSW 2060 | 
Phone: (02) 9460-2187 | 

Fax: (02) 9460-2183 


-mail: 
contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Web site: 
www.northernspirit.com.au 
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Picking a winner of the Ericsson 
Cup before a ball had been kicked 
was hard enough. But as a 
topsy-turvy season enters the 
business end, the crystal ball\is 
more clouded than ever. 


Champions SOUTH MELBOURNE, one off the 
dominant forces of Australian soccer over the past 
decade, might disagree. Indeed only last weekend 
coach Angie Postecoglou lamented that his team 
had not been given the credit they deserved. 

The points table supports his argument. South 
currently sit on top of the heap, three points in front 
of their nearest rivals. And apart from a recent 
hiccup against Wollongong Wolves - when they 
produced one of their worst displays in years - they 
have maintained that momentum despite a dreadful 
run of injuries and suspensions. 

Sitting in pole position, Souths may well be hard 
to beat. As always skipper Paul Trimboli is their 
inspiration, but the progress of strikers Michael 
Curcija and Vaughan Coveny (19 goals between 
them) has been a revelation. Two players who 
struggled for a regular spot last season ‘have 
blossomed during this campaign. 

The task, clearly, is for others to knock the 
champions off their perch. The question is, can they 
do it? 

At this stage, the prime contenders are also the 
most unlikely. Few predicted anything other than a 
summer of woe for SYDNEY UNITED after their squad 
was decimated during the off-season by mass 
defections. 

But player/coach David Mitchell has again worked 
wonders - not only for his canny recruiting policy, 


yi 
lm 


but also for his ability to maintain team morale in 
spite of the club's parlous financial position. 

Lack of money has been a problem for the Pumas 
for the last three, or four seasons, and is the main 
reason why so many outstanding players have left 
the club. 

The extent of the problem finally came out into the 
open when Sydney United/were placed in the hands 
of an administrator last month - effectively an 
admission that they could/no longer make ends 
meet. 

In most cases, the news would have triggered 
another exodus. But Mitchell is held in high regard 
within his own dressing room, and the team has 
stayed intact. 

Exciting youngsters Mile Sterjovski and Joel 
Griffiths have continued to score freely, fiery Jacon 
Burns is emerging as one of the country's best ball- 
winning midfielders, while defenders Richard Plesa 
and Joe Vrkic must surely earn a Socceroo call-up 
sooner rather than later. 

In recent years, Sydney United have been equally 
well placed only to collapse on the homeward run. 
But this year could be different. 

The feeling is that a club which has produced more 
internationals than any other but never won the 
championship; might be about to put that right. In 
the circumstances, few would begrudge them the 
trophy in what could yet be their final season in the 
NSL. 

That trophy, of course, is what the competition is 
all about. It is an honour comparatively few of the 
current NSL clubs know much about. 

Of the 15 teams in the league, only seven 
(Melbourne Knights, Adelaide City, Sydney Olympic, 
Adelaide Sharks, South Melbourne, Marconi- 
Fairfield and Brisbane Strikers) have won the title 
before. And of these, the chances of ADELAIDE 
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SHARKS and MELBOURNE KNIGHTS adding to their 
haul seems remote. 

Both clubs are in a period of transition, and 
alongside perennial cellar-dwellars CANBERRA 
COSMOS and regional strugglers GIPPSLAND 
FALCONS, they have little more than pride to play for 
during the rest of the season. 

That leaves 11 clubs still in the race, although 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS and WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
- who represent regions regarded as the cradle of the 
Australian game - need to get a move on. 

The Breakers have enjoyed their best run of results 
in years under rookie coach Lee Sterrey, while the 
Wolves are looking to recover from a woeful first half 
of the season. A club long regarded as unfashionable 
has made genuine progress over the past couple of 
seasons - a fact reflected in the fact that they now 
have five current internationals (from youth to senior) 
on their books. 

The dogfight to fill the places behind the top two is 
being led by ADELAIDE CITY, a powerhouse 
throughout the gos. With favourite son Zoran Matic 
back at the helm as coach, the Zebras are again hard 
to beat, and with Socceroo striker Damian Mori 
continuing to set new scoring records they have the 
firepower to maintain their charge. 

Just behind the top three are five clubs separated 
by only two points. After a brilliant start to the 
season, PERTH GLORY have fallen away over the past 
month, but got back on track in Adelaide last 
weekend. 

The signing of veteran Socceroo striker Alastair 
Edwards could prove timely. With the biggest crowd 
support in the country, the pressure is on the Glory to 
succeed. 

The expectations for the NORTHERN SPIRIT are 
equally high, although in their first season at this 
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level the title may be beyond them. Whatever 
transpires, the Spirit have been a huge success story, 
with the long-term outlook even more promising. 

Local rivals SYDNEY OLYMPIC and MARCONI- 
FAIRFIELD have certainly had to raise their game both 
on and off the pitch following the Spirit's arrival. 

Olympic, currently based at Belmore, have turned 
full-time under their new owners headed by Nick 
Politis, and have assembled a mouth-watering squad 
of quality players. With veterans like Milan Blagojevic 
and Mehmet Durakovic and youngsters like Brett 
Emerton and Jason Culina, they possess a rich blend 
of youth and experience. 

Marconi, for their part, are looking to go full-time 
next season and with the backing of their huge social 
club at Bossley Park certainly have the means. The 
Stallions have won more titles than anyone else, and 
despite their recent run of outs have enough talent to 
resurrect their campaign. 

Of the two remaining candidates, today's visitors 
CARLTON are another club founded on business 
principles and full-time professionalism, and in Eddie 
Krncevic have one of the brightest young coaches in 
the country. 

BRISBANE STRIKERS also have an outstanding 
coach in former Socceroo great John Kosmina, but 
money is much tighter north of the border and the 
1997 champions have been forced to relied on local 
youngsters with stunning results. They remain the 
dark horses for the title. 

Who eventually takes home the trophy in late May 
remains anyone's guess. We are in the midst of the 
most open race in years. 

© Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney 
Morning Herald and a commentator for Sports 
Australia, 


The Spirit's entry into the 
Ericsson Cup has sparked a 
betting splurge which has the 
bookies chuckling all the way to 
the bank. 


ee ccccesecesce 


The domestic soccer scene is attracting punters 
like never before - but most are reluctant to back 
draws, and that's music to the ears of leading 
bookies like Centre bet chief Gerard Daffy. 


"The punters might not like draws but we certainly 
do," said the Alice Springs-based Duffy. “Punters 
elsewhere don't mind having a bet on a game where 
they can't see an outright winner, but Australians 
don't seem to share that ethos. 


"Needless to say we just sit back and pray for the 
draws each week." 


Just four years ago it was easier to track down a 
Yeti than a soccer punter, but the market has 
multiplied steadily and with the Spirit attracting a 
wave of interest each week, it has now reached 
unprecedented heights. 


"Soccer just didn't capture the people's 
imaginations but that seems to have changed," 
adds Daffy. "The Spirit haven't attracted any 
outlandish amounts to win matches or to take out 
the grand final, but there is widespread interest 
every time they play. 


"We had them at 8/1 at the beginning of the 
season, but they blew to 33/1 at one stage after an 
uncertain start to their campaign. 


"However, their recent good form has trimmed 
those odds down to 7/1. We're just relieved nobody 
backed them when the odds were a lot more 
generous than that.” 


Player-coach Graham Arnold, hardly in the 

Kerry Packer class when it comes to punting, J 
is reluctant to advise punters to splash 
their hard-earned cash on a team still 
evolving and striving for consistency. 


"I've never been involved with a side 
that has faced so many injury 
problems. Just the other week against 
Sydney United we had six 18-year-olds 
on the pitch at one stage," he said. “Marconi 
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tried a similar thing against Sydney Olympic the 


other week and got smashed - so that shows the 
strength of our squad. 


"Having said that I'm not about to tell our fans to 
tush down to the bookies and back us to win the 
Ericsson Cup. But, | will say that as our injury list 
lightens and players like lan Crook and Troy Cranney 
come closer to fitness then 
the outlook brightens 
considerably and we 
become a much better a ~ 
bet." , 


One team that 
punters have steered 
clear of is the debt- 
ridden Sydney United, 
who are currently 
under the control 
of administrators 
and facing 
liquidation. 


Crucial... 
» lan Crook 

is vital to 
“the Spirit’s 
semi final hopes. 


r | South Melbourne 
J Adelaide City | 
q | Sydney United | 
sno 


) Perth Glory 

Carlton 

) Northern Spirit 

| Marconi Fairfield 
! Brisbane Strikers 


| Wollongong ity 
| Adelaide Sharks 
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A string of victories has carried the Pumas to within 
striking distance of the top spot, but even the desperate 
punters won't touch them, 


"We haven't had a single bet for them. Either now or at 
the start of the season. It's amazing," said Daffy. "They 
were 8/1 at kick-off back in October, they blew out to 23/1 
and are now back into 5/1. But nobody will touch them. 


“Obviously the fact that their future is under threat is 
the main factor. If their future could be guaranteed until 
the end of the season | think we'd have a flood of 
interest." 


Daffy took bets of $5,000 at 6/1 and $3,000 at 7/1 for 
Marconi at the beginning of the season and he is now 
enveloped by a warm inner glow as Frank Farina's side 
stumbles from one disaster to the next. 


“They're now at 25/1 and the wheels look to have fallen 
off," added Daffy. “Sydney Olympic are 8/1 and we took 
punts of $500 at 16/1 and at 10/1 earlier in the season.” 

Defending champions South Melbourne remain 


favourites at 5/4 with Perth at 8/1 and Carlton a 9/1 
chance. 


pre HOW THE FINALS SERIES WORKS 


WEEK 1 


WEEK2 


ist Leg - Match Aa 
MAJOR SEMI FINAL 


1st place v 2nd place 


ast Leg - Match B1 


2nd Leg - Match Ba 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


ELIMINATION FINAL 


3rd place v 6th place-— 3rd place v 6th place} 


= ast Leg - Match C1 


ind Leg - Match C2 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


ELIMINATION FINAL 


4th place v 5th place f-4 4th place v 5th place 


ast place v 2nd place 


Match D 
MINOR SEMI FINAL 


Winner ‘B1-2’ 


Winner ‘C1-2” 


WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK 5 
2nd Leg - Match A2 
MAJOR SEMI FINAL Match F 
GRAND FINAL 


Match E 


PRELIMINARY FINAL Wyones, ae 


v 
Winner ‘E” 


Loser ‘A1-2” 
v 
Winner ‘D’ 


v 


Losers eliminated 


Loser eliminated 


Loser eliminated 


NOTE: This is only a guide and is based on last season’s finals format. Soccer Australia may decide on a revamped format for this year’s final series 
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SYDNEY SHOWROOMS 
¢ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 Tilecraft Ceramics offers a 


# Collaroy: 9971 6324 comprehensive range of 
¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 exclusive ceramic tiles from 


# Maroubra: 9344 7022 around the world. 
% Northbridge: 9958 6707 


¢ Parramatta: 9683 6066 Wall and floor tiles, 
# Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 terracotta, porcelain, 


@ Punchbowl: 9759 6144 exclusive hand painted 
¢ Taren Point: 9524 5666 


% Turramurra: 9988 3855 
LIVERPOOL 


borders and feature tiles 
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come together under one 


OPENING EARLY 1999! roof, together with an 
unparalleled range of tools, 
REGIONAL SHOWROOMS adhesives and sealers. 
Northern e ¢ Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
mu J dominé D vers and 
reed icon ter recent result cutsldar ea ater 4 Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 Tilecraft’s Highly trained 
piecaco "sa ce f Af. Ptishovewmeiyen # Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 showroom staff can assist 


course, 
fy % Orange: (02) 6361 9366 


# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


you in colour 
co-ordination, product 


COMMERCIAL DIVISION knowledge and technical 
¢ Lidcombe: 9737 9300 and fixing advice. 


TILECRAFT 
CERAMICS 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au www.tilecraft.com.au 
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* Sydney United 2 () Burns 44min, J iths 83min) 


F on \ . ERICSSON CUP TABLE - ROUND 18 MATCH RESULTS - ROUND 18 


; r defeated NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Kresimir Marusic 
dey —_ . 68min) at North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 17,024. 
i Se " © Adelaide City 1 (D Mori 23min) defeated Canberra 


Cosmos o at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide. Crowd: 4,176. 

© Melbourne Knights 2 (A Kiratzoglou 73min, | Kelic 
86min) drew with Gippsland Falcons 2 (M Perinovic 
30min, S Bacvinovski 84min) at Knights Stadium, 
Melbourne. Crowd: 3,665. 

© Sydney Olympic 5 (A Cervinski 12min, P Cardozo 
65min, 81min, N Tome 76min, E Augerinos 82min) 
defeated Marconi Fairfield o at Belmore Sports 


Ground. Crowd: 3,162. 
Newcastle Breakers 1 (J Buonavoglia 15min) defeated 
| Perth Glory o at Perth Oval. Crowd: 10,464. 
| Carlton SC 2 (A Moriera 49min, 81min) drew with 
| 2 Adelaide Sharks 2 (J Gibson 16min, D Poimer 34min) 


at Optus Oval, Melbourne. Crowd: 3,053. 

© Wollongong Wolves 2 (M Horsley 54min, 85min) 
defeated South Melbourne 1 (G Souris og 71min) at 
Brandon Park, Wollongong. Crowd: 2,882. 

© BYE: Brisbane Strikers. 


MATCH RESULTS - ROUND 19 


¢ Brisbane Strikers 5 (R Tollenare 34min, C Zoricich 
6omin, S Laybutt 61min, N Meredith 63min, B Hughes 
69min) defeated Northern Spirit 1 (Graham Arnold 
85min) at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane. Crowd: 5,436. 

¢ Newcastle Breakers 1 (G Owens 61min) drew with 
Sydney Olympic 1 (A Juric 82min) at Breakers Stadium, 
Newcastle. Crowd: 4,055. 

° Gippsland Falcons 2 (A Thompson 66min, B Macnicol 
74min) defeated Carlton SC 1 (A Moriera 23min) at 
Mobile Park, Melbourne. Crowd: 2,058. 

© South Melbourne 3 (M Curcija 19min, V Coveny 67min, 
72min) defeated Melbourne Knights 1 (P Magdic 47min) 
at Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne. Crowd: 8,496. 

© Sydney United 1 (M Sterjovski 17min) drew with 

Adelaide City 1 (D Mori 28min) at Edensor Park. Crowd: 

4,018, 

© Perth Glory 3 (M Garcia gmin, A Edwards 30min, C 

_ Boutsianis 65min) defeated Adelaide Sharks 1 D Pomier 

_ 78min) at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide. Crowd: 2,545. 

Melbo 5 Canberra Cosmos 1 (P Buljan 8min) defeated Wollongong 
case a nnn ane naan ana ~-ta-52--"%—— | Wolves o at Bruce Stadium, Canberra. Crowd: 1,678. 


We’ re ere igag : i eed y ; ud : ?: . Canberra Cosmos 2 ou I YE: Marconi Fairfield, 
future a ee 8 ebruary 20, 8.00 pisatienelicnignts 
as much as you are. 


’ South Melbourne 48 12 3 3 37 21 89). 
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KEY © Matches started s Matches as substitute 
Indicates Yellow Card * Indicates Red Card “ indicates 
Goal Scored NOTE A league and Northern Spirit 
Appearances and Goals updated each round. 
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DATE OPPONENTS SCORE | CROWD 


6 NOV | WOLL. CITY WLVS™ 
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THIS WAY 


4 APR’|  GIPPS, FALCONS 
9 APR’ | ADELAIDE SHARKS 
46 APR | NEWC: 
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13 | 1-0 
English Premier League clash is the ultimate accol 
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's sporting letters page, 
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© 150. $44 
nothing short of a godsend could be described by many as an 
published every Thursday, has seen many a reference to the impact 


Adelaide Sharks 


Adelaide City 


South Melbourne 


Melbourne Knights 
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HOME ACROSS 
Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Fairfield 
Perth Glory 
Sydney Olympic 
the Spirit has had not only on soccer in the country, but sport in 


To suggest the Northern Spirit's entry into the Ericsson Cup has been 
general. 


SPIRIT POINT HAS FANS PREACHING TO THE CONVERTED 
To compare a night at North Sydney Oval 


Ericsson Cup, it has managed to captival 
grip the Spirit has had on soccer fans in its debu 


Perusing the Daily Telegraph 
i 
Not only has the Spirit a 
core fans with life-long allegiances to En; 


understatement. 
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: = Weight: 
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‘eos Place of Birth: ‘ 
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& 52 as Bi 
& © Previous lubs: La 
; Whitin, St George, B ckto mn, Sydney — 
United, Anderlecht, Lens, Blackburn, 7 
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& International: 


pearances: 3: 12, International goals 
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Favourite overseas club: 
Blackburn Rovers and Lens. 


Favourite player: 
Diego Maradona. 


Best advice: 
Train hard. 


Pet football hate: 
Injuries. 
Superstitions: 
None. 


Favourite football memory: 
Playing in Australia v Argentina series 
in 1993 for a place in the World Cup 
and playing for Blackburn against 
Manchester United in 1994. 


Football ambitions: 
Success with the Northern Spirit. 


Hobbies/Interests: 
Nil. 


Favourite food: 
Pasta 


Favourite drink: 
VB 


Favourite TV show: 
Melrose Place. 


Favourite movie: 
The Godfather, Titanic. 


Favourite music: 
All types. 


Four dream guests at a dinner party: 
Pamela Anderson, Robert De Niro, Bill 
Clintonmand Cameron Diaz. 
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Sexy balls. 
SLY SOCECT ae 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what’s on 


the inside that counts!! 


——$— 
LATEx 


PERFORMANCE 
— 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 


The official ball supplier to 


Increase 
productivity 


and profitability = 


for your home 
business with 
Incredible value 


rea 


PC packages *% 


4 George Place, Artarmon, 
NSW 2064. 
Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


CONTREL 
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Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 


Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 


PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933 


The Incredible PC. 
Built by Incredible 
Home Office Sales 
and Rental to satisfy 
the home computer 
user. With packages that offer incredible 
value and backed by Incredible Home Office 
Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll 


find it an Incredible PC too. 
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Centralised Com 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on your key 
fing turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 


automatically turned on an hour before you got 
home. 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel. 
Itis also an effective intruder alarm. 


For further information contact 


HPM on 1800 807 000. 


Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A MEMBER OF BOTH 
CLUBS NOW FOR ONLY $10 


*TOP ENTERTAINMENT *MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
*RESTAURANTS *POKIE PROMOTIONS 
*SPORTING FACILITIES *BARS AND MORE 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 


Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


Siotto 


Italian Sports Design 


OFFICIAL 


SOCCER-BOOT 
SPONSOR 


OF THE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Ajax Amsterdam. 


Dennis Bergkamp. 


Train a lot with the ball. 


: Sweeper/striker 
Height: = ie 
83cm 


Inconsistent referees 


{ yf " Always wear the same underpants. 


Every goal | scored for Australia, 


y fi : To stay fit and enjoy my final years. 


Golf, tennis. 
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®canterbury-Ba Tigi jinieecivatia,. Seafood, 
nte’ ry ankstown, Sydney Croatia, “un oF 
| Roda Jc (Holland), FC sige (Belgium), u ourite drink: 
Chaleroi (B AC Breda Diet coke and beer. 
aed Sanfr el shima (Japan). cavourite’ 
E he te aa All i shows. 
= > Full ania Faterforalall Favourite movie: 
J Jabpearances: ea ational goals: 3. “action erbvless 
~ es E e sf ae = 
Vet Rozic, Ron ncotyand Max Groll, All types. 
by iggest disappointment: ¥ a Se Ri ee Be 
| 1987,NSL Grand Final loss and Te ‘Muhammad Ali, Marco Van Behan, 3 é ; 
= z qtocigietip rales 3 Allan Border and Billy Connolly. i 


Home game regulars at North Sydney Oval are 
never short of half time entertainment, thanks to the 
Volvo shootout and the Pepsi Challenge. However, 
for the young soccer players who compete in the 
Under 13, 14 and 15 age groups, the Snap Express 
Skills Relay has proved a huge hit. Age group 
representatives from the Manly Warringah, 
Gladesville Hornsby and Kuring-gai regions compete 
in skills relays that put the best to the test. At the 
Spirit's most recent home match against Sydney 
United, the Under 14 representatives battled it out 
for a place in the finals series, where they will be 
pitted against the best kids from the each of the 
three age groups in the three regions under a 
handicapping system. Joe Murphy's photo (left) 
shows Hugh Fraser, General Manager of Snap 
Express Couriers, presenting the winning shirts to 
one of the Manly Warringah Under 14 
representatives. So keep your eyes peeled at half 
time - you might just see another budding Graham 
Amold, Robbie Slater or Kresimir Marusic in action. 


Local ¢ Intrastate * Interstate 
International ¢ Courier Specialists 


Vehicle Tracking * Pod’s 
Internet Bookings ¢ Pre Paid Satchels 
Vans ¢ Pushbikes * Motorbikes ¢ Trucks 


SERVICE BEYOND 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
- CONSISTENTLY 


‘A DIVISION OF SNAP EMERGENCY COURIERS PTY LTD 
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John PEROSH 
Eddy BOSNAR 

fan CROOK 

Mark RUDAN 

Luke CASSERLY 
Kresimir MARUSIC 
Robbie SLATER 
Graham ARNOLD 
Gabriel MENDEZ 
Troy CRANNEY 
James STUBBS-MILLS 


Philip MOSS 


Tony PERINICH 


Daniel WATKINS 
Paul BILOKAPIC 
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12 James STUBBS-MILLS 
H13| Philpmoss 
M14) Tony PERINICH i 
1G) Daniel WATKINS _ 
#12 Paul BLOKAPIC 


M18 | Paul WEARNE ___| 
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23 Matthew LANGDON _f 
B25 | Robert NES 
26) Adam SNYDER si 
28 | Jack SOBZYCK 
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1 Dean Anastasiadis _| 
§ 2 | Con Anthopoulos __| 
3 Marcus Stergiopoulos. 
§ 2 Simon Colosimo __| 
BS Sean Douglas 
9G Andrew Marth 
§ 7 Marco Bresciano__ 
§ Mark Atkinson ——_ 
#2 Alex Moriera 
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Mi Andy Vichos | 
B12. Joe Tricarico 
M13 Vince Grella 
14) Alex Josifovski __ 
B15 David Cervinski__ i 
#16) Cameron Pino __i 
Mi?) SerdarPir 
918) David Della Rocca 
Bo) David Grbac 
920. Adrian Cagalj___| 
See ace scent oe 
922) Robert Markovac___ 
B30 Steve Tilovski_ 
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MICHAEL COCKERILL'S PLAYER PROFILE 


1. DEAN ANASTASIADIS: Experienced 
goalkeeper who recently won his way back 
into the side after losing his spot to youngster 
Cagalj. Had a trial with Wolverhampton 
Wanderers mid-season, but failed to win a 
contract. Rarely has a bad game. 


2. CON ANTHOPOULOS: Former youth 
international, best known as a stopper but has 
proved his versatility by playing wide on the 
right. A big improver this season. 


3. MARCUS STERGIOPOULOS: Can play 
anywhere in midfield or defence, has excelled 
in recent weeks as a man-marker. Naturally 
left-sided player with plenty of pace and 
power. 


4. SIMON COLOSIMO: Huge talent, capped at 
under-20, under-23 and senior level. 
Comfortable as sweeper, marker or central 
midfielder. Skilful, quick, and excellent 
passer. Has dramatically improved his 
attitude after a heart-to-heart with coach 
Eddie Krncevic. Will play with a big European 
club sooner rather than later. 


5. SEAN DOUGLAS: New Zealand international 
defender who relaunched his career with the 
Blues after being released by Gippsland 
Falcons. Unflustered, tidy, and consistent. 


6. ANDREW MARTH: Fringe Socceroo who has 
often turned down the national team because of 
work commitments. The league’s most renowned 
enforcer. Big, strong, intimidating, but good on 
the ball as well. Scores plenty of important goals. 
Won two championships with Melbourne 
Knights. Joined the Blues this season. 


7- MARCO BRESCIANO: Outstanding 
youngster with high workrate, good skills and 
plenty of pace. Under-23 international. 


8. MARK ATKINSON: New Zealand 
International midfielder whose contribution 
too often goes unnoticed. Highly rated by 
Carlton coaching staff. Rarely wastes a pass. 


9. ALEX MORIERA: Brazilian striker who 
played alongside Ronaldo in the junior ranks 
at Cruzeiro. First season in Australia, but 
wants to settle here permanently and play 
for Socceroos. Strong, mobile, skilful and 
direct. 


10. LUBO LAPSANSKY: Polish import who 
made an impact upon his arrival with 
Melbourne Knights and has maintained his 
progress with Carlton. Tireless midfielder, 
fiery competitor, and dangerous from the dead 
ball. 


12. JOE TRICARICO: Lively, pacey, striker who 
joined from Gippsland this season. Has 
relished playing alongside Moriera. 


14. ALEX JOSIFOVSKI: Tall, strong, target man, 
one of the Blues many promising youngsters. 
Mainly used off the bench. 


15. DAVID CERVINSKI: Experienced defender 
who took some time to win his spot this 
season, but always leads by example. 


17. SERDAR PIR: Strong, 
uncompromising defender, 
recently made his debut after 
graduating from the youth 
team. 


18. DAVID DELLA ROCCA: 
Another strong young centre- 
half, has had only limited 
opportunities this season. 
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